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AIESTIES 

Deckratioa,toucliing  his  pro- 

ceedings.in  the  late  AfTembly  and 
Conuention  of  Parliament. 
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Auino:  or  late,  vpon 
deliberation, 


mature 

with  the  adaice  and  v- 
niforme  corifentofOur 
whole  Priuie  Councell, 
determined  to  diflblue 
the  AfTembly  and  Con- 
uention  df  Parliament,  lately  called  toge- 
ther by  Our  Rcgall  power  and  Authori- 
se,  Wee  werdpleafed  by  Our  Proclamati- 
on, giuen  at  Our  Palace  otWeHminjier  the 
fixtday  of  this  inftant  Ianuaryy  to  declare, 
not  onely  Our  plcafure  and  refolution 

A    3  there- 
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therein  ,butalfo  to  exprefle Tome  cfpcciall 
pafifages  and  proceedings,moouing  vs  to 
that  rcfolution :  Wherein,albeit  hauingib 
many  yeeres  fwayed  the  fwords  and  fcep- 
ters  of  three  renowned  kingdomes  ,  Wee 
cannot  but  difcerne  (as  much  as  any  Prince 
liuing)  what  ^pperteineth  to  the  height  of 
a  powerful!  Monarch  :  yet,  that  all  men 
might  difcerne ,  that  Weejikc  Gods  true 
Vicegerent,  delight  not  fo  much  in  the 
greatnefle  of  Our  placets  in  the  goodnefle 
&  benignitie  of  our  gouernment,We  were 
content  in  that  one  A6t  todefcend  many 
degrees  beneath  O  ur  Selfe :  Firft,by  com- 
municating to  all  Our  people  the  reafons  of 
a  refblution  of  State,  which  Princes  vfe  to 
refcrue,wter  arcana  Impenj ,  to  themfelues 
and  their  Prime  Councell :  Secondly ,  by 
mollifying  and  mixing  the  peremptorie 
and  binding  qualitic  of  a  Proclamation, 
with  the  indulgence  of  a  mildc  and  father- 
ly inftruition :  And  laftly  ,  leading  them, 
and  opening  to  them  that  forbidden  Arke 
of  Ourabfolute  and  indifputable  Preroga- 
tiue ,  concerning  the  calling,  continuing! 

and 
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and  diflbluing  of  Parliaments  :  which; 
though  it  were  more  then  fupttfahundant 
to  make  Our  Subicds know  the  rcalitieof 
Our  fincere  intentions ;  yet  Wee  not  fati£ 
fied  therewith ,  but  finding  the  bounds  of 
a  Proclamation  too  ftraight  to  conteine 
and  exprefle  the  boundlc/Te  affedtion  that 
Wee  beare  to  Our  good  and  louing  peo- 
ple,are  plcafed  hereby  to  inlarge  Our  Selfe, 
( as  Wee  promifed  in  Our  {aid  Proclamati- 
on )  by  a  more  full  and  plaine  expreflion  of 
thofc  Letters  and  Meflages  that  pafled 
fromVs  to  the  Commons  in  Parliament, 
which  by  reafbn  of  the  length  of  them, 
could  not  bee  related  at  large ,  but  briefly 
pointed  at  in  Our  (aid  Proclamation,  For, 
as  in  gcnerall  the  great  a&ions  of  Kings 
are  done  as  vpon  a  ftage^  obuious  to  the 
publike  gazing  of  cuery  man  j  fo  are  Wee 
moft  willing,  that  the  trueth  of  this  parti- 
cular,  Concerning  Our  owne  honour,and 
the  fatisfa&ion  of  Our  Subieds,fhould  bee 
rcprefented  vntoall  men  without  vaile^r 
coueringjbeing  afTured  that  the  moft  plain- 
neffoand  frcedome  will  moft  aduantage 
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Vri^iuinginthis >  arijd aH  Our  A&ions  c- 
ucraffe&ed  ftich  {bceritieandvprightnes 
of  hearty  were  Wee  all  tranfparcnt,and 
that  mm liWghc  readily  pafTe  to  Our  in- 
ward thoughts,  they  fhould  there  percciuc 
the  felfe*fame  affe&ions  which  Weehauc 
euer  profeflTed  in  Our  outward  words 
andA&ions. 

Hauing  anticipated  the  timeof  reaflem- 
blingOur  Parliament  to  the  twentieth  day 
of  November  laft,  (which  Wee  formerly  ap? 
pointed  to  haue.  met  vpon  the  eighth  of 
February  next,)  vpon  the  confidence  that 
their  iioble  and  generous  declaration  ax 
their  parting  the  fourth  of  lime  put  vs  in, 
of  their  free  and  liberall  affiftance  to  the 
recouery  of  Our  Childrens  ancient  inheri- 
tance^ and  hauing  declared  to  them  Our 
refolution  of  taking  vpon  Vs  the  defence 
of  Our  childrens  patrimonie  by  way  of 
Armesy  the  Commons  very  heartily  and 
dutifully  fell  immediatly  after  their  rea£ 
fanbljng,  to  treat  of  a  ncceflary  fupplic, 
and  concluded,for  the  prefent,to  grant  a 
Subfidie  to  be  paid  in  February  next,  (the 
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laft  paimcntofthc  latter  Subfidie  granted 
by  them  being  not  to  come  in  vntill  Hay 
following)  whereby  Wee  were  well  and 
clecrly  fatisfied  of  the  good  intentio  of  the 
Commons  in  generality  whofevniforme 
vote  &  aflent  that  Subfidy  was  refblued  on, 
not  without  intimation  of  a  more  ample 
fupplieto  be  ycelded  in  conuenienttime. 

But  before  this  their  refblution  was  re- 
duced into  a  formall  A£te  or  Bill ,  feme 
difcontented  perfons  that  were  the  caufe 
of  all  that  cuill  which  fucceeded ,  ende** 
uouring  to  clog  the  good  will  of  the  Com- 
mons with  their  owne  vnreafbnable  ends, 
fell  to  difpute  in  the  Houfe  of  Our  high 
Prerogatiues ,  namely  of  the  match  of  Our 
deareft  fbnne  the  Prince  ,  of  the  making 
warrc  withforreigne  Princes  Our  Allies, 
betweene  whom  and  Vs  there  was  a  firme 
peace  religioufly  made  and  obferucd  hi- 
thcrunto  :  All  which  they  couered  with 
the  cloake  of  Religion ,  and  with  thefaire 
pretence  of  a  duetifull  Petition  to  bee  pre- 
ferred to  Vs.    Wee  vndcrftanding  right 
well,  that  thofe  points  wcr$  not  disputable 
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inParliament,  without  Our  owneRoyall 
dire&ion  ,  being  of  Our  highefl:  Preroga- 
tiues,thc  very  Characters  of  Souereignty  j  & 
thinking,. that  when  euerySubiedi  byna- 
ture,and  the  Lawes  of  the  Realmc,  had  the 
power  of  matching  their  children  accor- 
ding to  their  o.wnc  bell  liking,  none  fhould 
demeVsthe  like;  efpecially  Weehauingat 
the  beginning  of  the  Parliament  declared 
Our  purpofe  concerning  die  matching  of 
Our:Sonne,the  Prince,  were  fully  perl  wa- 
ded ,  jhat  thofe  fpecious  outfides  of  Reli- 
gion and  humble  petitioning,  were  added 
onely  to  gaine  paflfage  vnto  thofe  things, 
which  being  propounded  in  their  true 
colours,  mult  needs  haue  appeared  vniuft 
and  vnreafonable ,  as  matters  wherewith 
neucr  any  Parliament  had  prefumed  to 
meddle  before,  except  they  had  bene  there- 
unto required  by  their  King,-  nay,  not  be- 
fitting Our  Priuie  Councell  to  meddle 
with,  without  Our  fpeciall  command  and 
allowance  j  fince  the  very  confulting  vpon 
fuch  matters  (though  in  ntuer  fo  priuate 
a  maner)  being  difcouered  abroad,  might 

at 
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at  fbme  time  produce  as  ill  effe&s,as  if  they 
were  pubiikely  rcfolued  vpon.  For  as  con- 
cerning the  point  of  Religion,We  afwellin 
the  beginning  of  the  Parliament,by  a  pub- 
like and  open  Declaration  made  to  both 
Houfesinthe  higher  Houfe  of  Parliament, 
asalfoftiortly  after,  by  a  gracious  anfwere 
vnto  a  former  Petition  of  theirs,  expreffed 
to  the  full  Our  immutable  refolunon  to 
maintaine  true  Religion  ,  befides  the  vn- 
tainted  pradife  of  Our  whole  life  in  that 
point.    And  howfoeuer  an  humble  Peti- 
tion beare  a  faire  fhew  of  refped  ;   yet  if 
vnder  colour  of  concluding  on  a  Petition, 
a  way  (hould  bee  opened  to  treat  in  Parlia- 
ment of  the  myfteries  of  State ,  without 
Our  Roy  all  allowance,  it  were  a  great  and 
vnufuall  breach  vpon  the  Royall  power  : 
Befides,  who  knowethnot  that  the  prefer- 
ring of  a  Petition ,  includes  an  expectation 
tohaue  it  graunted?  and  therefore  to  nippe 
this  Springing  euill  in  the  beginning ,  Wee 
direded  Our  Letters  to  the  Speaker  of  that 
Houfc  ,  the  tenour  of  which  Letters  fol- 
lowed. 

B  2  Matter 


After  Speaker,  Wee 
bam  beard  by  diners  re- 
i  ports  to  Out great griefs, 
^  That  the  Jarre  distance 
ofOurTerfbn  at  this  time  from  Our 
high  Court  of  Parliament ,  caufed  by 
Our  want  of  healthy  batb  emboldened 
fome  fiery  and  popular  /pirns  in  Our 
Houfe  of  Commons,  to  debate  andar* 
gue  publikeljy  in  matters farre  beyond 
their  reach  or  capacities  andfoten~ 
ding  to  Our  high  difhonour,  and  to  the 
trenching  vpon  Our  Trerogatiut-t 
^oyaU,  You  fhall  therefore  acquaint 
thatHoufe  mth  Our  Tleafure,  That 
none  therein  fhall  henceforth  prefume 
to  meddle  Mth  any  thing  concerning 
Our gouemment,or  mysteries oj 'States 
namely,  not  to  fpea^e  of  Our  deareH 
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Sonnes  match  with  the  Daughter  of 

Spaine,  nor  to  touch  the  Honour  of 
that  Kjng,  or  any  other  Our  friends 
or  Confederates :  aAnd  alfo  not  to 
meddle  with  any  mens  particulars , 
which  haue  their  due  motion  in  Our 
ordinarie  Qourts  of  fuHice^.  aAnd 
Vehereas  We  he  are  that  they  haue  fent 
a  meffage  to  Sir  Edwin  Sandys,  to 
^nowthe  reafons  of  his  late  refiraint, 
youjhall  in  Our  name  refolue  thenu, 
That  it  teas  not  for  any  mifdemeanour 
of  his  in  parliament:  T$ut  to  put  them 
out  of  doubt  of  any  queflion  of  that 
nature  that  may  arife~>  among  them 
hereafter ,  you  JhaU  refolue  them  in 
Our  name,  That  We  thinly  our  Selfe 
very  free  and  able  to  puni/h  any  mans 
mifdemeanour s  in  parliament,  as  well 
during  their  fitting ,  as  after-,  which 

£$  We 
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We  meant  net  to  ffcare  hereafter,  up- 
on any  occafion  of  any  m  ins  info  lent 
behauiour  tbere,thatfhali  be  minijlred 
vnto'Ds,  <*Andif they  baue  already 
touched  any  of  thefe  points  which 
Wee  baue  here  forbidden,  in  any  'Pe* 
tition  of  theirs  which  is  to  be  fent  un- 
to Vs,  it  is  Our  pie  a  fur e  that  you  Jhall 
tell  them.  That  except  they  reforme 
it  before  it  come  to  Our  hands.  Wee 
will  not  deigne  the  hearing  nor  anfwe* 
ring  of  it.  And  whereas  Wee  heare 
that  they  are  defirous,  that  Wefhould 
ma^e  this  a  Sefiion  of  parliament  be- 
fore Qhriflmas,  You  may  tell  them,  h 
Jhall  be  in  their  default  if  they  want 
it:  For  if  they  will,  malfe  ready  be- 
tweene  this  and  that  time,  fome  fuch 
Lawes  as  Jhall  be  really  good  for  the 
Common-wealth,  Wee  will  very  wil- 
lingly 


II 

lingly  giue  Our  T^oyaU  .  ajfent  mto 
them:  And  fo  it  (bail  thereby  appeare, 
^Ihat  if  good- Laws  be  not  made  at 
this  time  for  the  we  ale  of  the  people, 
the  blame  fhaU  onely  and  mofl  iu?lly 
lie  vpon  fuch  turbulent  Jfrirjtsy  as /ball 
preferre  their  particular  ends  to  the 
weale  of  this  Kjngdome  and  Common- 
wealth. -oAndfo  We  bidyou farewell. 
Giuen  at  Our  Court  at  ^ewmar^et, 
the  third  day  of  December >  1611. 

To  Our  truftie  and  welbeloued, 

The  Speaker  of  Our  Commons 
Houfe  of  Parliament. 


Which 
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Hich  Letters  being  publike- 
ly  read  in  the  Houfc >  they 
werefofarre  either  from  re- 
forming their  intended  Peti- 
tion ,  which  conteined  thofe 
points  by  Vs  forbidden,  or  yet  from  going 
on  cheerefully  in  propounding  of  good 
Lawes ,  for  which  they  were  called ,  and 
to  which  purpofe  Wee  granted  them 
in  the  end  of  Our  faid  Letter  to  the  Spea* 
ker,  to  make  it  a  Seffion  before  Chriftmasj 
whereof  Wee  vnderftood  them  to  bee  ve- 
ry defirous,  that  they  refoluedto  fend  the 
lame  vnto  vs  together  with  another  Petiti- 
on iuftifying  the  former  ,notwithftanding 
Our  forbidding  them  in  Our  faid  Letter  to 
fend  the  former  Petition  vnto  Vs ,  as  alfb 
fate  euer  filent  thereafter,  till  they  were  di£ 
fblued,as  fhall  hereafter  more  largely  be  ex- 
prefled. 

Thofe  petitions  being  fent  from  the 
Commons  by  a  felcd  number  of  that 
Houfe  vnto  Vs  then  being  at  Newmarket 
for  Our  health,  the  Houfe  forbare  to  pro- 
ceed in  any  bufinefle  of  importance,  pur- 

pofing, 


pofing,as  was  apparantly  difcerned,  and 
as  the  euem  probued,  To  to  continue  vntill 
the  returnc  of  rhdr  Kleffengers  with  Our 
Anfwere ;  which  wee  vnderjftanding,,  and 
being  defirous  co.haue  the  time  better  hut 
banded,  as  was  fit  (the  flhortnefle  thereof 
by  reafon  of  the  approach  of  Chriftmas 
being  refpected)  required  Our  Secretarie 
todeliueraMefiragevntothemforthispur- 
pofe,  which  he  did3firit  by  word  of  mouth, 
and  after  by  appointment  o^  the,Houfe  (et 
it  downe  in  writing;  in  thefe  words,  viz, 


Is  <£Ki aieftie, remem** 
bring  that  this  Houfe^ 
was  defirom  to  haue  a 
Sefion  bewoeene  this 
and  Chri(lma([e  ^hereupon  it  p leafed 
Him  to  ligmfie  ynto  ys ,  that  vs>ee~> 
fhould  haue  contentment  therein  y  and 

that  there  fhould  be  aSefiionM wee-j 

~     J        J 
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ourfelttes  were  not  in  fault,  taking 

now  notice  that  the  Houfe  forbeares 
to  proceede  with  any  'BiUes  vntiUthe 
returne  of  the  Meffenger  s, lately  fent 
t>nto  his  tZAdaieslie,  hath  eniqyned 
mee  to  commaund  the  Houfe  in  his 
^ame  not  to  lofe  time  in  their  pro- 
ceeding, for  preparing  of  good  Lowes 
in  the  meane  while,  in  confederation 
of  this  fo  mere  approach  of  Chrift- 
mafie ;  And  that  his  Maieslie  hopes 
they  will  not  takg  vpon  them  to  make 
a  T^ecejfe  in  effeU,  though  not  in/hew 
without  his  warrant. 


Vt  this  Meflage  being  deliue- 
red,  was  fofarre  from  work- 
ing that  good  effed,  which 
Wee  did  moft  iuftly  expect, 
thatcontrariwife  fomc  captious  and  curi- 
ous 
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ous  heads  tookc  exception  thereat ,  as  ten* 
ding  to  the  breach  of  their  Priuiledges,by 
commanding  them  toproccede  with  Bills, 
though  We  thereby ,  neither  defigned  any 
particular  Billes  for  them  to  proceed  with, 
nor  yet  forbade  any  other  ^iiamantary 
proceedings  j  And  with  thofe,and  fuch  o- 
ther  vndutifull  ftraines  of  witjthey  fpunne 
out  the  time  vntillfheretvfrne  of  their  Met 
fengers ,  who  being  come  to  2{ey>market$ 
prefented  both  the  Petitions  vnto  Vs ,  who 
well  knowing  before  hand  the  efFed  of  the 
former,and  thenobferuing  the  contents  of 
the  latter,  and  finding,  that  from  both  did 
reflect  vpon  Our  Perfbn  and  gouernment 
funthy  cauielcfrea(perfions,and that  there- 
by Our  RoyallPrerogatiues  were  inuaded 
and  afTailed,after  an  admonition  to  beware 
of mediing  therewith ,  Wee  returned  vnto 
them  Our  Anfwere  in  writing  ■  as  fol- 
fewcth. 

.#•1  HIS 


id 

HIS  MA  IE  STIES  AN, 

fwere  to  the  Apologetikc 

Petition  of  the  Houfe  of 

Common  s, 

'Prefentedto  his z5\d aiejly by  ado* 

zcn  of  the  Members  of  that  Houfe, 
by  their  directions. 

b  mujp  beere  begin  in 
the  fame  fafhion  that 
We  would '  haue  done  if 
yoMr  frJl  TeiMon  had 
come  to  Our  hands  be- 
fweWhJ  fad-made  a  flay  .thereof.  r 
^htcfrm&repeat-  tfocffr$tM*mdf  ^f 
the  lateQuee  fi  e  of  famous  memory ', 
vfed  b'^rin  zjnfygtoanw/btent 
propofitibn,made  by  a  Pulonian  dm- 
bafjadow  mnto  her,  That  is ,  Lega- 
(MiMexpe^aiaaroiiSjHeraldum  ac- 
cepimus.  For  We  had  great  reafon 

t@ 
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toexpeB  that  the  fir^l  Me f  age  from 

jour  HouJLj  fhould  baue  beencu  a 

Meffage  of  than^efgiuing  for  Our 

continued  gracious  bebauior  towards 

0  ur people  /incey  our  last  "T{ecejje  ,not 

onely  by  Our  Proclamation  of  grace, 

wherein  were  conteined fixe  orfeuen 

and  thirty  <tArticles ,  all  offeuerali 

points  of  grace  to  the  people ;  but  alfo 

by  the  labour  We  tooke  for  the  fatif 

faUion  of  both  Houfes  in  thofe  three 

^Articles  recommended  into  Vs  in 

b&tlnbeir  names  by  the  right  Ifeue- 

rmd  Father,  in  (jodytbe  Jrchbijhop  - 

of  Canterbury ,  And  li^ewife  for 

the  good gouernement of Ireland  We 

are  now  in  hand  with  at  your  requejl. 

'But  not  onely  baue  Wee  beard  na 

n^ssrofvall  this*  but  contrary  great 

complaint t  of  the  danger  of  'Religi- 

!«$,  C  3  on 


on  within  this  K<ingdome-i  tacitely 
implying  Our  ill  gouernment  in  this 
point.  And  ]Ve  leaue  to  you  to  iudge, 
whether  it  be  your  duties  that  are  the 
%eprefentatiue  body  of  Our  people, 
fo  todiUaU  them  with  Our  gouern- 
ment, whereas  by  the  contrary  it  is 
your  duty  with  all  your  endeauours  to 
Handle  more  and  more  a  dutifull  and 
thankefull  hue  in  the  peoples  hearts 
towards  Vsfor  Our  iuU  and  graci- 
ous gouernment*  ^ow,  whereas  in 
the  very  beginning  of  this  your"  A* 
pologie,  you  taxe  Vs  in  f aire  termes 
oftrufling  Dncertmne  reports,  and 
partiall  informations  concerningyour 
proceedings,  Wewifhyouto  remem- 
ber, that  We  are  an  old  and  experien- 
ced f\wg,  needing  no  fuch  leflonsjbe- 
ing  in  Our  conference-*  freest  of  any 

King 
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K^ing  aline  from  hearing  or  bfufting 
idle  reports ,  which  Jo  many  of  jour 
Hou/e  as  are  neerejl  Vs  can  beare^, 
witneffevntoyou,  if  you  would  giue 
as  good  e are  to  them,  as  you  doe  to 
fome  Tribunitiall  Orators  amongst 
you.    And  for  proofe  in  this  parti- 
cular.  Wee  haue  made  jour  owne 
Mefiengers  conferreyour  other  'P<?- 
tition,fent  by  you  with  the  copie  there- 
of,which  was  fent  Vs  before,    be- 
tweene  which  there  is  no  difference 
at  all,  but  that  fince  Our  receiuing 
the  fir ft  Copy  you  added  aconclujion 
vnto  it,  which  could  not  come  to  Our 
hands  till  it  was  done  by  you,  andyour 
Mefiengers  fent ,  which  was  all  at 
onetime.   And  if  that  We  had  had 
no  Copie  of  it  beforehand \We  mufi 
haue  receiued your  firfl  Petition  to 

Our 
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Our  great  difhonour,  before  Wee  bad 
fyowen  what  it  conteined  t  which 
would  baue  enforce/d  Vs  to  baue  re- 
turned you  a  far  re   worfe    anfwer 
then  now  We  doe:     For  then  your 
£h4 '  efengers  had  returned  with  no- 
thing •  but  that  Wee  baue  iudged 
your  petition  vnlawfuli  and  vnwor- 
thy  of  an  Anfwere.    For  m  to  your 
Conclufion  thereof t  it  is  nothing  ,  but 
Protcftatio  contrana  fa<fto.   For 
in  the  body  of  your  petition  you  v- 
furpe  vpon  Our  Trerogatiue  ^oyall^ 
and  meddle  with  things  fane  aboue 
your  reach  :  And  then  in  the  cone lu~ 
fionyou  proteft  the  contrary ,  as  if  a 
jobber  Would  take  a  mam  purfe, 
and  then  prote/i  he  meant  not  to  rob 
him.    For  firji,  you  pre  fume  to  giue 
1) sy  our  aduice  concerning  the  match 
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of  Our  dear  e  si  Son  with  Jbme^Pro- 
te  slant, We  cannot  fay  Trincefie^for 
]Vee  know  none  of  thefe  fit  for  him?) 
anddifiwade  Vsfrom  his  match with 
Spaine,  •  urging  Vs  to  a  prefent 
wane  with  that  K^ing  :  And  jet  in 
the  conclufionrforjootb,ye  proteslye 
intend  not  to  prefie  vpon  Our  mosl 
Undoubted  and  regall  'Vrerogatiue 
as  if  the  ^Petitioning  ofVs  in  matters 
that  your  felnes  confefe  yee  ought 
not  to  meddle  with,  were  not  a  med- 
ling  with  tbem*  And  whereas  yee 
pretend,  that  you  were  inuited  to  this 
courfe  by  the  Jfteeches  of  three  Ho- 
nourable Lords  'yYet  by  fo  much  as 
your  felues  repeat  of  their  Jpeecbes, 
nothing  can  bee  concluded \  but  that 
Wee  were  refolued  by  wane  to  re* 
gaine  the  Palatinate ,  if  otherwife 
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Wee  could  not attaine  vnto  it .  and 
you  wereinuited  to  ackife  forthwith 
vpon  afupplie  for  peeping  the  forces 
in  the  Palatinate  from  disbanding, 
And  to  fore  fee  the  meanesftr  the  ray- 
fing  and  maintaining  of  the  body  of 
an  Armie  for  that  wane  againji  the 
Spring.  J^owwhat  inference  can 
he  made  ypon  this ,  That  therefore 
We  mnfi  prefently  denounce  wane 
againji  the  KJng  ofSpaine,  breafy 
Our  deareji  Sonne s  match,  and 
match  him  to  one  of  Our  Religion,  let 
the  world  iudge.  The  difference  is 
no  greater,  then  as  if  We  would tell 
a  <t5\derchant  ,that  Wee  had  great 
neede  to  borrow  money  fronts  bim~* 
for  rayfing  an  Armie,  that  thereupon 
itfhould  follow,  that  We  were  bound 
to  follow  his  aduice  in  the  directions 
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of  the  wane, and  all  things  depen- 
ding thereupon,  TSutyet  not  conten- 
ting your  Jelues  with  this  excufe  of 
your s^hich  indeed  cannot  holdwa* 
ter,yecome  after  to  a  direU  contra- 
diUim  to  the  conclufion  of  your  for- 
mer Tetition^  faying,  That  the  Ho- 
nour andfafety  of%)s  and  Our  To* 
Jierity ,  and  the  Patrimony  of  Our 
Children,  inuaded  and  pofejfed  by 
their  enemies,  the  welfare  of 'Religi- 
on, and  State  of  Our  Kjngdome  are 
matter  at  any  time  not  ynfit  for  your 
deepesl  conjiderations  in  parlia- 
ment. To  this  generality  We  anjwere 
with  the  Logicians,  That  where  all 
things  are  contained,  nothing  is  o* 
mined.  So  as  this  plenipotencie  of 
yours  inueslsyou  in  all  power  vpon 
Earth,  lacking  nothing  hut  the  Topes 
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to  banc  the  kgyes  ai/b  both  ojHeauen 
and  purgatory.    oAnd  to  this  vaji 
generality  of  jours,  Vl^e  can  giue  no 
other  anfwer,for  it  will  trouble  all  the 
bejl  Lawyers  in  the  Houfe  to  mah^ 
a  good  (jommentnrj  vpon  it:  For  fo 
did  the  Turitan  *5\4  tni/lers  in  Scot- 
land bring  all  kinde  of  caufes  with  *■ 
in  the  compare  of  thdr  iurijdiUwn, 
faying.  That  it  was  th?  Qhurches  of- 
fice to  iudge  of  /lander  ,  and  there 
could  no  kinde  of  crime  or  fault  bee 
committed ,  but  there  was  a  flander 
in  it,  either  againH  (jod>  the  Kjng> 
or  their  Neighbour.    And  bj  this 
meanes  they  hooked  in  to  themfelues 
the  cognifance  of  all  caufes,  or  like 
Bellarmines  diHinclion  of  the  Topes 
power  ouer  all  Icings ,  in  ordine  ad 
Spiritualia,  whereby  hegiues  him  all 

tern- 
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temporal!  iurifdiUion  ouerthem*  "But 
to  nticyou  a  direU  '^Anjwer  to  the 
matter  of  •wane,  for  winch  you  are  Jo 
earncfl,  VVeconffie  Wee  rather  ex~ 
petted that  you  jhouldhaue  giuenVs 
great  and  hartie  thanks  for  the^  Jo 
long  maintaining  a  Jet  led  peace  in  all 
Our  'Dominions ,  when  as  all  Our 
Neighbours  about  are  in  a  mi/era- 
hie  combustion  oj  wane ;  hut  Duke 
bcllum inexpertis  ■  and  We indeed 
find  by  experience ,  that  a  number  of 
Our  Subietts  are  fo  pampered  with 
peace,  a*  they  are  de  fir  ous  of  change, 
though  they  know  not  what.  It  is 
true  thatWehaueeuer  prof ejfed,  and 
in  that  minde>with  gods  grace,  Wee 
meanet&lweanddie,  That  We  Will 
labour  by  all  meanes  pofible,  either  by 
treaty, or  by  force  to  re/lore  Our  QnU 
<J)   7  dren- 
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dren  to  their  ancient  Dignities  and 
Inheritances ;  and  whatfoeuer  Cbri- 
Jlian  princes  or  Potentates  wiUfet 
themfelues  againfl  it ,  Wee  will  not 
Jbare  any  lay/full meanes  to  bring  Our 
Jo  iufl  and  Honourable  purpoje  to  a 
good  end ;  neither  fhall  the  zfAdatch 
of  Our  Sonne,  or  any  other  worldly  re- 
fjpeB,  be  preferred  to  this  Our  %$folu~ 
tion:  For  by  Our  credit,  and  inter - 
uention  with the t\ing ofSpaine,  and 
the  <*Areh-dutchefie,  and  her  Huf> 
band  now  with  God ,  Weeprejerued 
the  lower  Palatinat  one  wholeyeere-j 
from  any  further  conquering  in  ity 
which  within  any  eight  dayesfpacein 
that  time  might  baueeajily  beenfwal- 
lowed  vp  by  Spmolaes  Armie ,  with- 
out any  refflance\  and  in  no  better  cafe 
wash  now,  at  Our  ^Ambaffadour,  the 

Lord 
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Lord   Digbies    camming   through 

Heydleberg ,  if  be  had  not  extraor- 
dinarily fuccoured  it.  'But  becaufe 
Wee  perceiue  that  ye  couple  this  Warre 
of  the  Palatinate  with  the  caufeof 
T^eligionffle  muft  a  little  yn fold  your 
eyes  herein,  The  beginning  of  this 
miferable  warre ,  which  hath  fet  all 
CbriUendome  on fire twas  not  for  'Re- 
ligion; butonely  caufedby  Our  Sonne 
in  law  his  hajlie  andrajh  T^efolution, 
following  euill counfell,  to  take  to  him- 
felfe  the  Qrowne  of  Bohemia ;  And 
that  this  is  true ,  himfelfe  "wrote  Let' 
ters  vnto  %)s  at  that  time,  de firing 
Vs  to  giue  afurance ,  both  to  the 
French  King,  and  State  of  Venice, 
that  his  accepting  of  the  Qrowne  of 
Bohemia  had  no  reference  to  the 
caufe  of ''Religion ,   but  onely  by  re  a* 
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fen  of  bis  right  by  BleUion  (as  hee 
called  it:)    <tdnd  we  would  beforrie 
that  that  a/perfon  fhould  come  ypon 
Our  %eligion ,  as  to  ma^e  it  a  good 
pretext  for  dethroning  of  Kings,  and 
vfurping  their  Crownes.     And  Wee 
mould  bee  loath  that  Our  people  here 
jhouldbe  taught  that  doBrine :  £\j>y 
let  vs  notfo  fane  wrong  the  Iefuitst 
as  to  rob  them  of  their  fweet  Toftions 
andpraBife  in  that  point .    And  ypon 
the  other  part^  We  afure  (furfelfefo 
farre  of  your  charitable  thoughts  of 
e0s9  that  Wee  would neuerhaue  con-' 
jlantly  denyed  Our  Sonne  in  lawjboth 
the  title  and  of  iflance  in  that  point \if 
Wee  had  beene  well  per  fwaded  of  the 
iujlice  of  his  quarrel  ISut  to  conclude 
this  pointy  This  ipniuft  yfurpation  of 
the  Qrownes  ^Bohemia  dWHun- 
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garfafrom  the  Emperour,  hath  ^iuen 
the  Tope, and  all that partie,  too  f aire 
aground,  and  opened  them  too  wide  a 
gate  for  the  curbing  and  opprefing of 
many  thoufands  of  Our  %eligionr 
in  diuers  parts  of  Qbriftendomt^. 
nAnd  whereas  jee    excufe  jour 
touching  vpon  the  Kjng  of  Spaine 
ypon  the  occafion  of  the  incidents  by 
you  repeated  in  that  place,  and  jet  af 
firme  that  it  is  without  anj  touch  to 
bis  honor,  We  cannot  wonder jnough, 
that je  are  fo forgetfull ,  fatb  of  jour 
words  and  writs.  For  in  jour  former 
<Petitionjeplainelj  afferme ,  that  bee 
affeUs  the  Temporal!  ^donarchie 
of  the  whole  earth,  then  which  there 
can  be  no  more  malice  vttered  againjl 
anj  great  Kjng ,   to  maJ^e  aU  other 
Princes  and  Potentates ,  both  enuie 
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and  bate  bim,  *But,  ifyelifi,  it  may  be 
eafily  tryed,  whether  that  Jpeech  tou- 
ched bim  in  honour  or  not,  if  We  JhaU 
as^e  him  the  quejlion  9  whether  bee 
meanes  to  apume  to  himfelfe  that 
title  or  no  •  For  euery  Kjng  can  bell 
iudge  of  his  owne  honour*  Wee  omit 
the  particular  eiaculations  of  foment 
foule  mouthed  Orators  inyourHdttfet 
againjl  the  honour  of  bit  Qrowne  and 
State,  oAnd  touching  your  excufe 
of  not  determining  anything  concer- 
ningthe  Match  of  Our  dearefl  Sonne, 
butonely  to  teUyour  opinions ,  and  lay 
it  downe  at  Our  feet  \  Firft ,  We  de- 
fire  to  know  bow  you  could  haue  pre- 
jumedto  determine  in  that  point ^with- 
outcommitting  of  high  Treafon.  And 
nextyou  cannot  deny tbut your  talking 
0fbu  Match  after  that  manner  "was 
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a  direH  breach  of  Our  commands 

ment  ^^Declaration wtcf Our own 

mouth  f  at  the fir  ft fitting  downe  of  this 

(parliament,  -,  where  We pkinely  pro- 

fejjed,  that  We  were  in  treatie'of hi* 

Match  with  Spaine ,  and  wifhedyou 

to  haue  that  confidence  inOurTZeli* 

gion  and  Wifedome,  that  We "Would 

Jo  manage  it,  as  our  %eligiwfhould 

receiue  no  preiudice  by  iu    4nd  the 

Jamie  We  now  repeat  vntoyou}profef 

pngjkatWe  are  fo  farre  ingdged  in 

that  Match,  as  We  cannot  i$  honour, 

goe  backe,  except  the  Kjng  0/Spairie 

per  forme  notfuch  things  as  We  ex* 

feB  at  his  hands.   And  therefor^  We 

are  /brrie,  that  ye fbmldfhew  to  haue 

fo  great  djfiruttin  Vs>  ortoconceiue^ 

that  We  Jhouldbecold  in  our^eiigi- 

on ;  Otherwife  We  cannot  imagine-* 
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how  Our former  publike  ^Declaration 
Jhouldnot  haue flopped  your  mouthes 
in  thii  point.  And  as  to  your  requefl^ 
that  We  would  now  receive  your  for* 
tner  petition,  We  wonder  what  could 
ma^e  you  prefume  that  Wee  would 
nowreceiueit;  whereas  in  Our  former 
Letter  We  plainely  declared  the  con~ 
trarieVntoyom  and  therefore  Wec-» 
haue  iuftly  reieUedthat  fuit  of  yours: 
For  what  haue  you  left  if  nat tempted 
in  the  higheft points  of  Soueraigntie  in 
that  'Petition  of  yours ,  except  the 
Jinking  of  Coine-,  Foritcontaines  the 
violation  of  Leagues ,  the  particular 
way  how  togouerne  a  wane,  and  the 
Marriage  of  Our  dearefl  Sonne,hoth 
negatiue  with  Spaine,  nay  with  any  o- 
ther  Topifb  <Frinceffe\and  aljo  affir- 
mative jutothe  matching  with  one  of 

Our 


Our  Religion ,  T»bkb  Wee  confejjeii 
a  flraine  beyond  any  prouidence_j  or 
wfedomcu  (jod  bath  giuen  Vs,  as 
things  noM>  Hand.  Thefe  are  vnfit 
things  to  be  bandied  in  parliament, 
except  your  King  fhould  require  it  of 
you ;  For  who  can  haue  mfedome  to 
iudge  of  things  of  that  nature,  but/ucb 
as  are  daily  acquainted  mth  the  parti- 
culars of  Treaties,  and  of  the  varia- 
ble or  fixed  connexion  of  affaires  of 
State,  together  mth  the  knowledge  of 
thefecret  ypayes,  ends,  and  intentions 
of  princes  in  their  feueratt  negotiati* 
ons;  othervifis  afmall  mi/lafyng  in 
matters  of  this  nature,  may  produce 
more  efeBs  then  can  be  imagined; 
And  therefore,  Nc  iutor  vltra  ere- 
pidam.  cAnd  be  fide  s,the  inter med* 
ling  in  parliament  mtb  matters  of 
E  x  Teace 
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Teace  orWme->,  and  Marriage  of 

Our  dearest  Sonne,  would  be  fuck  a 
diminution  to  Vs  and  to  Our  Crowne 
in  forreine  Countreys,  as  would  ma^e 
any  Trince  negleU  to  treat  with  Vs, 
either  in  matters  ofPeace  or  z5A4ar- 
riage,  except  they  might  beaffuredby 
the  ajjent  of  parliament.  zAndfo  it 
prooued  long  agoe  mth  a-i  Kjng  of 
France,  who  vpon  a  tric^e  procuring 
his  States  to  dif sent  from  fome  treaty, 
which  before  he  had  made,  was  after 
refufed  treating  with  by  other  prin- 
ces, to  his  great  reproach,  vnlejje  bee 
would  firft  procure  the  ajfent  of  the 
three  Eflates  to  their  propofoion.  And 
will  you  c  aft  your  eyes  vpon  the  late 
times ,  you  Jhall  finde, that  the  late^ 
Queene  of  famous  memorie  was  hum- 
bly petitioned  by  a  Parliament  to  be 
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plea/edto  Marrie\  But  her  an/were 

was ,  Thatjhee  lilted  their  Petition 
well,  becaufeit  was  fimple^  not  limi- 
ting her  to  place  or  per/on,  as  not  befit- 
ting her  lilqng  to  their  fancies;  and  if 
they  had  done  otherwife s  Jhee  would 
haue  thought  it  a  high  preemption  in 
them.  Iudge  then  what  Wee  may  doe 
in  fuch  a  cafe,  hauing  made  Ourpub- 
lique  ^Declaration  alreadie,  as  VVee 
[aid  before ,  direUly  contrary  to  that 
which  you  haue-j  now  petitioned. 
$\(ow  to  thofe  points  in  your  petition, 
whereof  you  defire  an  an/were ,  as 
properly  belonging  to  a  'Parliament ; 
The  firjl  and  greateU  point  is  th^t  of 
Religion ,  concerning  which  at  this 
time  Wee  can  giue  you  no  other  art" 
fwere  then  in  the  generaU,  'which  is, 
That  yo%  may  reft/ecur?-,  that  Wee 

will 
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will  timer  be  wearie  to  doe  all  Wee 
can  for  the  propagation  of  Our  Reli- 
gion, and  reprefiing  of  PoperU ;  but 
the  maner  and  forme  you  mufl  remit  to 
Our  care  and  prouidence ,  who  can 
beji  conjider  of  times  and feafons,  not 
by  vndertakng  a  pubiiaue  wane  of 
Religion  through  all  the  world  at 
once ,  which  how  hard  and  dange- 
rous ataske  it  would prooue,  you  may 
iudge.  *But  this  puts  vs  in  mind)  bow 
all  the  world  complained  the  laflyeere 
of  plentie  of  Come ,  and  God  hath 
fent  vs  a  cooling  card  this  yeerefor 
that  heat ;  And  fo  We  pray  Qod,  that 
this  defire  amongU  you  of  kindling 
wanes,  (hewing your  wearineffeof 
'Peace  and  'plenties,  may  not  ma%e 
God  permit  vs  to  fall  in  the  miferies 
of  both.  'But  as  Wee  alreadie  faid, 

Our 
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Our  care  ofRfligion  mujl  befucb,  as 

on  the  one  part  We  mujl  not  by  the  bote 
profecution  of  Our  cB^cufants  at  home 
irritate  forreine  Trinces  of  contrary 
l^ligion,  and  teach  them  the  way  to 
plague  the  Trote/lants  in  their  'Domi- 
nions ,  whom  with  Wee  daily  inter- 
cede, and  at  this  time  principally,  for 
eafe  to  them  of  Our  profefiion  that 
Hue  vnder  them ;  yet  vpon  the  other 
partt  We  neuer  meane  to  /pare  from 
dueandfeuerepunifbmentany  cPapiji 
that  mil  group  infolent  fir  liuing  vn~ 
derOurJb  mildeGouernment.  <z/£nd 
you  may  alfo  be  offered,  We  mllleaue 
no  care  vntafyn,  as  well  for  the  good 
education  of  the  youth  at  home,  effect- 
ally  the  children  ofTapi/ls,  as  alfo 
for  preferuing  at  all  times  hereafter 
theyomh  that  are,  or  /ball  be  abroad, 
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from  being  bred  in  dangerous  places, 

and  Jo  poifoned  in  Topijh  Seminaries, 
<t4nd  as  in  thu  point,  namely  con- 
cerning the  good  education  of  the  To' 
pifh youth  at  home ,  We  haue  alrea- 
die  giuen  fome  good  proof e  >  both  in 
this  Kingdome  and  in  Ireland  :  So 
mil  We  be  "well  plea  fed  to  pafje  any 
good  Lathes  that  Jhall  be  made,  either 
noxt »■',  or  at  aiy  time  hereafter  to  this 
purpgfe.  zAnd  as  to  your  rcqueji,  of 
making  this  a  Sefiion ,  and  granting 
agenerali  Tar  don,  it  float!  be  in  your 
defaults  if  Wee  make  not  this  a  Sef- 
fion  before  Chrislmas,  as  in  Our  for* 
mer  Letter  We  notified  vnto  you.  'But 
for  the  Tar  den,  yee  craue  fucb  par- 
ticulars in  it  as  Wee  mufi  be  well  ad- 
uijed  vpon ,  lesl  otbermje  Wee  giue 
you  hackgthe  double  or  triple  of  that 

Wee 
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Wte  are  to  receiue  by  your  entire 
Subfidie  without  rip:?. I:  "But  the 
or  dinar  ie  courfe  Wee  hold  fit teU  to 
bee  yjedftiU in  this  cafe ,  which  u% 
that  Wee  fhould  of  Our  free  grace 
fend  you  downe  a  pardon  from  the 
Higher  Houfe,contniningfuch  points 
asWefhall thinly fittefiy  wherein  We 
hopeje  fhall  receiue  good fatufaUion. 
Hut  We  cannot  omit  tofhewyou  hove 
slrange  We  thinly  it ,  thatye  Jljould 
ma^efo  badandvniuH  a  Qommenta* 
He  Dponfome  words  of  Our  former 
Letter,asifWemeantto  reflraine 
you  thereby  of  your  ancient  prim- 
ledges  and  liberties  in  parliament. 
Truly  a  fcholler  would  bee  afhamed 
fotomifylace  and  mifiudge  any  fen* 
tences  in  another  mans  boo^e.  For 
whereas  in  the  fore-end  of  Our  for* 
F  %  mer 


4-o 
me r  Letter  We  dijchargeyou  to  med* 
die  with  trim*',  'Vj  gouernment,  or 
myjteries  of  State,  namely  matters 
of  Wane  or  Teace,  or  Our  deareH 
Sonnes  Match  with  Spaine  ;  by 
which  particular  denominations  We 
interpret  and  reflraine  Our  former 
yporas-,  and  then  towards  the  end  of 
Our  Letter  We  forbidyou  to  meddle 
with  fetch  things  as  haue  their  ordi~ 
narie courfe  in  Qourts  offuflice :  Yee 
couple  together  thoje  two  fentences, 
lying  farre  afunder,  and  plainly  leaue 
out  thefe  words,  ofmyjleries  ofState\ 
So  as  ye  m^abenediuifisadmale 
coniunfta.  For  of  the  former  part, 
concerning  myfleries  of  State,  Wee 
plainelie  reflrained  Our  meaning  to 
the  particulars  that  were  after  men- 
tioned: and  in  the  latter  We  cenfefe 
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We  meant  it  byS"  Edward  Cokes 
foolijh  bufinejle,  becau/e  tbeje  beades 
he  is  accufed  of were  before^  your 
meeting  pre fented  vnto  Vs^and  We 
hadfetled  a  legall  courfe  ofprocee* 
ding  therein.  And  therefore  it  had 
well  become  hinu ,  efpeciaUie  being 
OurSeruant,  and  one  of  Our  (joun* 
cell,  if  bee  bad  bad  any  thing  againfl 
it,  to  haue  complained  vnto  1)s, 
which  he  neuer  did,  though  be  was 
ordinarilie  at  Our  Qourt,fince  thai 
time,  and  neuer  had  accefie  refufed 
vnto  him.  And  although  We  cannot 
allow  of  the  fl'tk,  catting.  &  your -an* 
demand  undoubted  right  and  inhe- 
ritance, but  could  rather  bauewi/hed, 
tbatye  bad  [aid  that  your,  pnuiledges 
there  deriuedfrom  the  grace  and  per- 
mijlion  of  Out •  zdnceftours  andX)s^ 
F  3  For 


AJL 

For  mojl  ofthenugnw  from  prece. 
dentSyWhicb/hewes  ratkr  a  tolera- 
tion then  inheritance.  Yet  Wee  are 
pie  a  fed  to  gme  you  Our  %oyall  afju- 
rance,  That  as  long  asjou/ball  cm» 
tinue  to  contztine  jour  felues  toitbin 
the  limits  of  your  dutie  and  reffeft> 
to  %)s  (as  Wee  ajiure  Our  felfejou 
willdoe)lVeemli  bee  as  care  full  to 
maintaine  and  pre  feme  jour  lawfuli 
liberties  and  priuiledges  as  euer  any. 
Our  ^Predecefiours  wereynaj.  as  to 
pre  feme  Our  owne  T$oyafl  Treroga. 
tiue.  So  as  jour  Houfe  jhaU  onelie 
haue  neede  to  beware  to  trench  upon 
the  ^Prerogatke  of  the  Crowne, 
which  would  enforce  Vsy  or  any  iufl 
Kjng  to  retrench  them  of  their  pri- 
uiledges, that  would  pare  his  Trero^ 
gatiue  and  flowers  of  the  Qrowne. 

"But 


(But  of  this  We  hope  there /hall  neuer 
becaufegittenV  And  to  conclude  ^fince 
Wee  haue  now  fo  largely  exprejjed 
the  (inceritie  of  Our  mean'iw  ynto 
you,  We  require  you  togoe  on  cheer  e* 
fullie,  and  to  yfe  all  conuenient  dili- 
gence for  preparing  fuch  good  Lawes 
forVs  to  pafie  at  this  time,  a*  the 
people  may  fee  the  care,  that  both 
Wee  and  you  haue  for  the  good  go ^ 
uernement of  theKJngdome  •  ending 
as  We  did  in  Our  former  Letter }.  If 
there  he  not  a  happ'ie  Sef  ion  made  at 
this  time,  it  fh all  bee  in  your  default '. 
AndaboueaU,  beware  by  your  way* 
ypardnrfe  at  this  time,  to  giue  Our 
Childrens  Aduerfaries  caufe  to  infuk 
vpon  them ,  ypon  the  rumour  that 
Jhall  be  jpred  abroad  of  a  dijlraclion 
bemeene  Vs  and  Our  people,  y»herof 

ye 


ye  are  the  reprefentatiue  boaie.  At 
Our  Court  at  Newmarket  the 
ii.  day  of  December,  idzi. 


His  Anfwere  being  giuen 
ztlfytomarketi  on  Tuefday, 
the  eighth  of  Decembet ',and 
returned  to  the  houfe  on 
Friday ,  the  fourteenth  of 
December  y  fome  carping  wits  that  were 
more  inclinable  to  peruert  and  wreft  Our 
words  vnto  a  fence  contrary  to  our  mea- 
ning, then  to  doe  any  good  office  be- 
tweene  Vs  and  Our  people,  began  to  take 
exception  at  fome  words  concerning  their 
priuiledges  toward  the  end  of  Our  fayd 
Anfwere,  that  thereby  their  Priuiledges 
were  denied  and  infringed  $  And  by  their 
example  others  of  more  moderate  and  bet- 
ter temper  were  drawen  into  fome  doubts 
and  iealoufics,  which  occafioned  much 
difcontentmentin  the  Houfe,  which  com- 
ming  to  Our  eares ,  and  being  willing  to 

omit 


omit  nothing  on  Our  part,  that  might  a£ 
furc  the  Commons  that  Wcc  meant  no- 
thing lefTe  then  to  violate  their  Priuilcd- 
ge$i  For  explanation  of  Our  true  intent  in 
the  former,  We  wrote  Our  Letters  dire&ed 
to  Our  Secretary,  which  followe  in  thefc 
words. 


Igbttmfy)  andWelbe- 
loued  Qouncellour,  Wee 
greet  yon  well.  Wee 
areforrie  to  bearejtbat, 
nottpitbHanding  Our  reiterated 
*5\£ejlage$  to  Oar  Houfe  of  Com* 
mom,  for  going  on  intbeir  bttfinejjes 
in  regard  of  the  fbortnefie  of  time \ 
betwixt  tbisandCbri&mas ,  and  of 
tbeir  oypne  earne/l  deftrey  that  Wee 
/houldnoyp  conclude  a  Sefiion,by  ma* 
fyng  of  good  and  profitable  Laypes, 

Q  tbey 


they  continue  to  loofe  time ;  And  note 
oflate,y>pon  Our  gracious  Anfwerfent 
vnto  them,  baue-j  tahgn  occafion  to 
make  more  delay,  in  appointing  a 
Committee  to  morrow,  to  confider 
Dpon  the  points  ofOurzAnjwer^  and 
ejpeciali)'  concerning  that  point  in  it 
which  ma^etb  mention  of  their  pr'u 
uiledges.   Our  pleafure  therefore  it, 
that  you  /hall  in  Our  name  tell  them, 
that  We~>  arefo  loath  to  haue  time-> 
miffftent,  which  is  fopretious  a  thing, 
in  the  well  v/ing  whereof  Our  people 
may  receiuefo  great  a  benefit,  as  We 
are  thus  farre~>  contented  to  difcend 
from  Our  Ifyy all  dignity  ,  by  expla~ 
ning  at  this  time  Our  meaning  in  Our 
fayd  aAnfwer,  touching  t bat  point, 
That  all  Our  good  Subiesls  in  that 
Heufe,  that  intend  nothing  but  Our 

Honour, 


Honour ,  and  the  weak  of  the  Com* 
mon^wedtb ,  may  ckerely  fee  Our 
intention.  Whereas  in  Our  fay  d  An- 
fwereWetoldthem^  that  Wee  could 
not  afow  of  the  slile ,  catting  it  their 
ancient  and  imdouhted  right  and  in* 
heritztnctLs ;  hut  could  rather  haue 
wijhed,  that  they  had  fay  d  their  pri- 
uiledges  were  deriued  from  the  grace 
and  per mif ion  of  Our  Ancestors  and 
Ds:  (for  mofl  of  them  grow  from  pre- 
jidents, which jkewes  rather  a  tolerati- 
on then  inheritance^  theplaine  truth 
is ,  That  Wee  cannot  with  patience 
endure  Our  SuhieUs  to  vfefuch  <±An~ 
timonarchicall  words  to  Vs  concerning 
their  Liberties\  except  they  had  fub- 
ioynedy  that  they  were  granted  vnto 
them  by  the  grace  andfauour  of  Our 
Tredecejfoufs.  'Btit  as  for  Our  inten- 

G  z  tion 
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tion  herein,  (jod fyowes  Wee  neuer 
meant  to  deny  them  any  la»full  Tri* 
uiledges  that  euer that Houfe  enioyed 
in  Our  Tredeceffours  tmessas  We  ex- 
peeled  Our /aid  aAnJwere fbould haue 
fuffkiently  cleered  them ;  neither  in 
fuftice  n»hat  euer  they  haue  undoub- 
ted right  vnto\  nor  in  (/race  Xehat  euer 
Our  Tredecefours  or  We  haue  gr  act- 
oufly  permitted  vnto  them :  And  there- 
fore We  made  that  diflinUion  of  the 
moft  part;  For  m>hatfoeuer  Tri  tiled" 
ges  or  Liberties  they  enioy  by  any 
Law?  or  Statute ,  jhatt  be  euer  inuiola- 
bly  freferuedby  Vs ;  And  Wee  hope 
Our  Tojleritie  y»ilt  imitate  Our  foot ■» 
Steps  therein.  aAnd  yohatfoeuer  Vri- 
uiledges  they  enioy  by  long  Quflome, 
and  vncontrolled  and  layp/uU<Prefi~ 
dents.  Wee  mU  hkgfrife  be  as  carefuU 

ta 
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to  preferue^  tbem ,  andtranfmit  the 
care  thereof  to  Our  Tofleritie  >  neu 
tber  was  it  any  way  in  Our  minde  to 
thinly  of  any  particular  point  wherein 
Wee  meant  to  difallow  of  their  Liber- 
ties. So  as  in  Iujiice  We  confeffe  Our 
feluesto  be  bound  to  maintaine  thertLj 
in  their  rights ;  and  in  (jrace  We  are 
rather  minded  to  encreafe - ,  then  in- 
fringe any  of  them ,  if  theyJhaUfo  de- 
ferue  at  Our  hands.    To  end  there* 
fore~>  as  Wee  began,  let  tbem  goe  on 
cheer  efuUy  in  their  bufinejfes,  reie- 
Uing  the  curious  wangling  of  Law- 
yers vpon  words  and fyUables^  other- 
wife  (which  (jod  forbid)  the  world 
JhaU  feehow  often  and  how  earneflly 
Wee  haue  preffed  them  to  goe  qn9ac~ 
cording  to  their  calling,  with  tbofe 
things  that  are  fit  to  be  done  for  the 

(j  i  weak 
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weale  of  Our  Qwwne  and  K^ngdome-^ 
zAnd  how  many  curious  fhifts  bam 
beene  frorru  time  to  time  malkioufly 
found  out fo frustrate  Vs  of  Our  good 
purpofe,  and  binder  tbem  from  the 
performance  of  that  Seruice,  which 
they  ought  to  Vs  and  to  Our  whole-* 
Kingdome^  whereof  when  the  Coun- 
trey  Jhall  come  to  be  truely  enformed% 
they  will  giue  the  %Autbours  thereof 
little  thanks. 

Giucn  at  Our  Court  at  Roy- 

fton,tbe  ftxteen th  d ay  of D e- 

cember,  \6zi. 

To  Our  right  truftie  and  welbelo- 
ued  Councellor,  Sir  (jeorge  Qal~ 
iwrfjKnight,  one  of  Our  princi- 
pal! Secretaries, 

AND 
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ND  finding,  that  notwith- 
ftanding  all  this  care  taken 
by  Vs  for  their  fatisfadion, 
&  that  Our thrke  reiterated 
prefsing  them  to  husband 
well  thefhortnefleoftime,  in  doing  good 
bufinefle  fit  for  a  Parliament,  Wee  were  Co 
farre  from  preuailing  with  thern ,  as  to  all 
thole  three  admonitions  of  Ours ,  which 
arc  here  related,   Firft,  by  Our  meflage  de- 
liucred  by  Our  Secretary  $    Next,  by  Our 
conclusion  of  Our  Anfwcre  to  their  Peti* 
tion  j  Andlaftly,by  the  conclufion  of  Our 
explanation  jfent  to  Our  Secrctaric,We  nei- 
ther got  anfwcre,  nor  obedience  $  Yet  the 
continuall  care  Wee  had  that  this  meeting 
flbould  not  diflblue  without  Come  fruit  for 
the  publike  good  of  Our  Subie&s,  made 
Vs  addrefle  another  Letter  to  the  Speaker 
in  thefc  words* 


Mafter 


ft 


After  Speaker  Where- 
at at  the  bumble  [nit  of 
Ourboufe  of  Commons 
Wee-*  condefcended  to 
mal^e  this  meeting  a  Sefiion  before^ 
QhriUm  as tto  which  purpofe  Wegaue 
them  timeVntill Saturday  next 7in  cafe 
they  would  ferioujly  applie  themfelues 
to  that  end;  (?.lifyftififejinceiwt  of  Our 
Gracetandto  take  away  al  mi/la^ingSy 
by  Our  Letters  diretJed  to  Our  Se- 
er etarie, Wee  were  pleafed Jo  fully  and 
clear ely  to  explane  Our  feluesinthe 
point  of  maintaining  all  lawfull  ^Pri- 
uiledges  to  Our  /aid  Houfe ,  which 
fimeWee  cannot  heare  hath  had  the 
wifhed effect,  in  rnak^ng  them  jpend 
this  jhort  time^  in  preparing  things 
mofi  necejfaryfor  a  Se/fion-,  Wee  haue 

thought 


thought  good  once  more  clearely  by 
this  to  impart  Our  minde  vnto  them\ 
which  isjhatin  rejj?e&  of  the  expecta- 
tion after  this  fo  long  a  meeting  in 
parliament ,  as  alfo  that  the  genera- 
htie,  for  the  moji  party  rather  iudge 
things  by  the  outward  effeBs  then  en- 
ter into  the  caufes  of  them,  Wee  ham 
an  earne/l  defire  to  ma^e  this  a  Sefii- 
on,  to  the  end  that  our  good  and  louing 
SubieUs  may  hauefome  tajie ,  a/well 
of  Our  Grace  and  goodnejje  towards 
tbem-t  by  our  free  cPardon  ,  and  good 
Lowes  to  beepaffed,  as  they  haue  bad, 
both  by  thegreaty  and  vnufuall  exam- 
ples of  Iujlicef  nee  this  meeting, and 
the  fo  many  eafes  and  comforts  giuen 
Tmto  them  by  TProclamatio:  Andther- 
fore  calling  to  minde  9  that  thepafing 
of  the  Subfidie^an  AUefor  continuance 
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Statutes ,  and  the  Tardon^are  the 
Wree  mojl  prefimg  bufineffes  to  be  ef- 
JeUed  before  the  end  of  the  Sejtion, 
Wee  mjb  thern^ ,  that,  as  Wee  haue 
giuen  order  for  the  Tar  don  to  goe 
on  with  all  expedition ,fo  theyprefent- 
ly  goe  in  handypith  the  zABefor  con- 
tinuance of  Statutes.  ttAs  for  the 
Subfidie,  though  time  frefjeth  muchr 
yet  iftheyfinde  it  may  not  now  conue* 
niently  be  done,w^e  will  not  maj^e  that 
any  way  an  impediment  to  the  good 
which  Wee  defire  our  people  flwuld 
feele  by  making  this  a  Seflion.  Thus 
much  We  thought  good  to  giue  them 
to  Dnderftand,  and  wuhall  to  affure 
them->,  that  if  they  /hall  not  applie 
themfelues  inflantly  to  prepare  thfe 
aforefaid  things  for  Our  ^oyaQ 
jfffent  againfi  Saturday  next,  Wee 

Will 
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will  without  expe&ing  any  further  an- 
/were  from  them ,  conUrue  by  their 
flackpnejje,  that  they defire not a  Sefi 
fon ••  andinfuch  cafe  We  mujlgiue  a 
larger  time  for  their  returning  home* 
Ttardjofuch  of  both  Houfes  as  are  to 
goe  into  their  Countreys  to  fyepe  hoJ$H~ 
talitie  among  their  neighbours  in  this 
timeopRecejft. 
Giuen  at  our  Court  at  Theo- 
balds ,  the  iy.day  of  Decern- 
ber,l6zi. 


To  Our  troftie  and  welbeloued, 
Sir  Thomas  ^ichardfony  K  night, 
Speaker  of  Our  Commqns  Houle  of 
Parliament, 

H  *.  And 


5<* 


Nd  hauing  at  laft  (as  Wee 
hoped)  by  thefe  meanes  Mat- 
tered and  difperfed  thofe 
miftes  and  vapours ,  which 
had  beene  thus  raifed  about 
their  Primledgcs ,  the  Houfc  hauing  refol- 
ued  on  Tuelday,  the  eighteenth  of  Decem- 
ber>  to  returne  thankes  vnto  Vs ,  and  there- 
with an  excufe  for  not  making  a  Seilio,  and 
pafling  Bills,  both  conteined  in  a  Petition 
in  writing ,  and  difpatched  the  fame  vnto 
Vs,  being  by  that  time  come  to  Theobalds, 
thetcnour  whereof  folio  weth. 


May  it  pleafe  your  moil:  Excel- 
lent  Ma  ie  s  tie, 

Sjour  mojl  loyall  and 
humble  SubieBs  <>  the 


I^nightS)  Qiti^em  and 
'Burgefies  of  your  Com* 
mansHoufe  ofTarliament,  hauing 

this 
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this  Morning,  to  our  great  comfort^ 

heard  your  ^Maie flies  Letter  fent 
to  our  Speaker  ,full  of  Grace  and 
Goodnefe  to  vs  and  all  jour  people, 
haue  thought  it  our  duetiefoorthwith, . 
to  returne  our  moH  humble  and  hear* 
tie  thanks  to  your  Sacred  MaieBie% 
for  Jo  ^RoyaU  afauour  "pouebfafedvn- 
to  vs ;    ^Andwe  doe  humbly  befeech 
your  a5Maieslie  to  be  trnely  inform 
medfromvs,  that  although  we  haue 
beene  very  defrous  in  our  duetie  to 
your  Maieslie,  who  called  vs  to  this 
feruice,  and  to  our  Countreyfor  whom 
we  feme ,  to  bauefome  good  Lams 
now  to  haue  beene  pafied-,  and  that 
there  might  haue  beene  a  Sef  ion  be- 
fore Qhri/lmafe,  to  which  your  Ma- 
ieslte  vpon  our  humble  petition ,  was 
heretofore  Gracioujly  pleafed  to  giue 

H  3  way: 
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way :  yet  entr'mg  now  into  aferious 
confederation  of  the  nature  oftbofe 
things,  which  mufi  of necefitie  he  pre- 
fared  for  thefinyhing  of  a,  Sefiion,and 
the  Jirait  of  time  whereunto  we  are 
driuen ,  by  fome  Unhappy  diuerfions 
which  haue  fallen  vpon  vs ,  to  our 
great  griefe ,  wee  are  enforced  once 
againetofiy  to  your  Maiellies  Grace 
and  fauow,  humbly  fubmitting  our 
filues  toy  our  Ttyallwifidome ,  what 
time  will  be  fittefl  for  our  departure, 
and  for  our  reaccefie ,  to  per  feci  thofe 
beginnings  which  are  in  preparation 
with  vs ;  which  time  by  Cfods  grace 
we  refolue  to  jpend  with  that  diligence 
and  care  ,  as  JhaS  giue  good  fatisfa- 
ciion  to  your  Maieftie,  to  our  Com- 
trey, and  to  our  owne  confciences,  that 
wefhallmafygood  tfe  thereof 

This 


19 


!  His  Wee  accepted  gracioufly,  and 
i  returned  them  an  an/were  by  their 
§i  owneMeflengers in  thefe words. 


m^gmHAT  We  were  fonie 
[  this  could  not  bee  made 
a  Sefion ,  according  to 
their  owne  defire  exprefl 
fed  in  their  late  Petition  preferred 
into  1?j,  to  which  Wee  hadmofl  wil- 
lingly aflented-t  that  they  knew  there 
was  no  fault  in  Vs,  who  obferuing 
the  needle fle  impediments ,ypon  which 
they  toohe  occafion  to  flay  their  pro* 
ceedings  ,  had   often    admonifhed 
them-*  not  to  lofe  time  ;  firfl,  by  Se~ 
cretary  Caluert,  and  afterwards  by 
three  fundry  Letters  andzAnfwers. 
'But  fince  they  concerned  the  slrait- 
neffe  of  time  (which  they  haddrawne 

Vpon 
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Dpon  them/elues')  was  fucb  ■>  that  it 
would  permit  notbingto  bee  done  at 
this  time,  Wee  badgiuen  order  to  ad- 
iourne  the  'Parliament  till  the  eighth 
of  February  next,  which  was  thefirH 
day  Wee  bad  formerly  appointed  for 
Our  meeting  together. 

Wee  were  li^ewife  p  leafed  to  fay , 
that  Wee  could  not  omit  to  tell  them, 
that  yt>e  expeSted  other  thanks  from 
them,  then  they  bad  fentVs  at  this 
time,  namely  for  Our  gracious  pro- 
mifes  to  maintaine  their  Priuiled- 
ges,  as  Our  owne  Soueraigne  Trero- 
gatiue :  Firji  contained  in  Our  An- 
/were  to  their  'Petition ,  and  after- 
wards as  cleanly  explaned  and  enlar- 
ged by  Our  next  Letter  to  Seeretarie 
Caluert,  as  Our  wits,  for  their  fafe- 
tie,fatisfaBion  and  aduantage,  could 

pofsibly 
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fofiibly  deuife ;  butofthis  Weheard 
nothing,  being  Jlipt  by  >  and  'wholly 
omitted  by  them. 


Hich  meflage  was  ac- 
cordingly dcliuercd  the 
next  morning  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons. 
But  while  We  were  bu- 
fied  at  Theobalds  in  re- 
ceding their  Petition , 
and  returning  this  anfwere  agreeable  to 
Our  Grace  and  good  intention  cowards 
them,  thefe  mutinous  and  difcontcnted 
fpirits,  ncuergiuing  ouer  their  wicked  pur- 
pofc,  began  anew  to  llirre  the  coles  of 
diicontencment  amongft  them;  and  mak- 
ing them  beleeue ,  that  their  Priuiledges 
were  yet  in  danger  ( vpon  what  ground 
God  knowes,  Wee  cannot  imagine  nor 
gucfTe  )  procured  a  Committee  to  be  made 
for  taking  their  Liberties  into  con  fidera- 
tioi);  where  a  Protection  was  made,  to 

I  whom 
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whom  Wee  know  not,  concerning  their 
Priuilcdges,  which  they  pretended  to  bee 
violated  by  Our  Letters  and  meffages,  and 
thereupon  in  an  vnfeafonablc  houre,  being 
fixe  of  the  clocke  at  night,  and  a  very  thinne 
Houfe,  fcarcely  comming  to  the  third  part 
of  the  full  number ,  contrary  to  their  owne 
cufcome  in  all  matters  of  weight,  they  con- 
clude and  enter  a  Protestation  for  their  Li- 
berties ,  in  fuch  ambiguous  and  general! 
words 3  as  might  feruefor  future  times  to 
inuade  moll  of  thofe  Rights  and  Preroga- 
tives annexed  to  Our  Imperiall  Crovune, 
as  bee  the  very  markes  and  Cha rafters  of 
Monarchic  and  Souereigntie,  and  where- 
of Wee  found  Our  Crowne  vndoubtedly 
poffeflcd.  For  founding  the  claime  of  their 
Priuilcdges  vpon  the  words  of  Our  Write 
for  afTembling  a  Parliament ,  the  contri- 
uers  of  that  Proteftation  craftily  mentio- 
ned fbme  words,  <vi%.  Super  arduis  Regni 
mgotyty  but  of  purpofe  left  out  quibufdam, 
which  reftraines  that  generalise  to  fuch 
particular  Cafes,  as  Wee  are  toconfultwith 
them  vpon.    And  the  very  vncontrolled 

Cuftome 
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Cuftome  of  all  times  docth  manifeftly 
prooue,  that  the  King  Himfdfe,  or  His 
Chanccllour  in  his  name,  doeth  at  the  ve- 
ry beginning  of  the  Parliament  declare 
ynto  them  what  things  theft  quihfdam  are, 
wherein  hee  craueth  their  aduice  and  at 
flftance;  And  vft.te'cucr  the  bell  interpre- 
ter of  words  in  a  cafe  of  this  nature:  Vpon 
which  vnduedfull  Proteftation  Wee  were 
iuftly  occafioned  topubiifh  Our  plea* 
furefor  diffolution  of  the  Par- 
liaments appearcs  by  Our 
Proclamation. 
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